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Employment

Assistant Professor in Economic History | University of Southern Denmark 2024-

Education

Ph.D. in Economics | Boston University 2024

B.A. Economics | New York University and New York University Shanghai 2018

Magna Cum Laude

Working Papers

The Effect of a Woman-Friendly Occupation on Employment: U.S. Postmasters Before WWII

Returns to Education for Women in the Mid-Twentieth Century: Evidence from Compulsory
Schooling Laws

Work in Progress

Germ Theory at Home: The Role of Private Action in Reducing Child Mortality during the
Epidemiological Transition (with James Feigenbaum and Lauren Hoehn-Velasco)

Rebuilding the State: Confederate Post Offices After the Civil War

Gender Differences in Managerial Performance: Evidence from the Post Office

Awards and Grants

IPUMS Excellence in Research Award | IPUMS 2023

Rosenstein-Rodan Prize for Best Graduate Student Paper | Boston University 2023

Deanne and Gerald Gitner Prize for Excellence in Teaching | Boston University 2023

Research Grant $1,700, Institute for Economic Development | Boston University 2022

Graduate Student Fellowship | Boston University 2019-2024

University Honors Scholar | New York University 2018

Recognition Award | New York University Shanghai 2017

Dean’s List | New York University Shanghai 2015-2016

mailto:soli@sam.sdu.dk
https://sophieli-econ.github.io/


Invited Talks

IÉSEG School of Management, Applied Young Economist Webinar, SOLE Annual Meeting,
SSHA Conference (Scheduled), 2024

NBER SI DAE Student Session, World Cliometrics Conference, EHA Annual Meeting, SEA
Annual Meeting, 2023

AEA CSWEP Mentoring Workshop, Harvard Graduate Student Workshop in Economic His-
tory, SEA Annual Meeting, 2022

Teaching Experience

Instructor | Boston University 2022-2023

Labor Economics (Undergraduate)

Teaching Fellow | Boston University 2019-2024

Empirical Economic Analysis (Undergraduate)
Introduction to Microeconomics (Undergraduate)

Other Activities

Organizer of Graduate Student Workshop in Economic History | Harvard University 2022

Joint with Ross Mattheis

Co-Chair of Women and Non-Binary People in Economics | Boston University 2019-2021

Joint with Vittoria Dicandia and Nayeon Lim
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